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COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVtCES 

EOUCATION AND

THE WORKPOFiCE COMMI77EE 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE

ON INTELLIGENCE

ranuary 8, 2017 

Laura `V'aught 
Associate Administrator for Congressional 
and Intergor^e^-nu;aental Relations 
Environmental Protection Agency ^ 
12001'ennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 3426 ARN 
Washington DC 20460 

Deai- Z^s, Vaught, 

Dear Ms. Vaught, 

The manager of a 108-unit apartment eomple^ in Congressman J'oe Pleck's district is 
seeking help from the EPA to report what she believes ai•e '^iolations by the City of ^Ienderson in 
its application of Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) regulations. 

 is the spokesperson for the Pines Apartment complex
states that the SDWA did not intend for businesses to suffei financial hardship in order to 
comply with the law. Tn the case of the Pines Apartment buildings, the City of Henderson 
replaced a leaking water rneter with an integral backflow prevention device tvith one that does 
not include a backflow prevention device. The City now requires that the Pines Apai^ment incur 
the expense of installing backflow device. The Pines Apartment states they cannot afford this 
expense which could reach upwa^•ds of $50,000 and the City of Henderson states it will 
discontinue water service to the apactrnent complex if they do not comply soon. 

 would like the EPA to review for improprieties the City of Henderson's 
application of SD'WA regulations in this case. Enclosed you will find a privaey consent fol7n and 
support documentation provided by the eonstituent. 

Sincerely, 

^ 
Sherry Fe •rnann 
Gase'uvork Manager 

PRINTED ON RECVCLED PAPEP
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,. CONGRESSMAN 

^^ z^^	^^ Oe ^ec ^ .:. ..	^^ PraudC^ RepYesent^^ig the 3^ •̂ + l^istrrct^ of IVevacia 

FirstNune:	 The Pirres A ta.	 '[,nstName; 

Soclal Sect^rlty Nuntber:	 Alternate IDnumber: 

Address: 122 ^7e^st^p R ^ 

^ty	 Hendpxson	 Stale: r1^7 ._ Ziy: 8907^ 

PrUnary Plionc: ..	
^ Holtte ^ Worlc	^ Cell 

Secondary Phone:
	 ^ Home d ^Yor1c [^ Coll 

SataU;	   

'Wouid you like lo rece[ve oirr tiervsletter? (Circle eho3ce) 	 Ŷo	 ^ H^ 

T prefer to Ue coutncled by (Ckde your cholce):
	 ^ Poat MI►i tQ ^tr^nll	^Plton 

Have you reqtcested asslstance from nny otlter Congressional Offlce^ ^ 	 — 

1'Jease nttach n letter or expl^in Ihe type of nssi9tAnce pou nre seekilig from nty o£(ice: l'lease irlclude agenCy claiut 
titimbers, if nny, nnd attACh ^opies of eny reievant docuntents and wrrespoitdeltce. 

^asonable dgnand by Gity of Heriderscw Wa1-^r that • wa i]]g^a11 ^k f^,^^r 

devices d 

t$reatehed several times in ].etters that if we don't oonu^ly th y're 'shuttin 
(touuayorrqclrn^iilionnlj^zg^^sljlieitssnry) ^^ Wat2,^ s@^J.Gf^ 0^^^ 1I► ^SS21?02 plltt].Ylg US OL1^ ^f 

If itlfotrlleEimuteeds lo be YeleaSed to n khl yd pArty (Le..pArent, spouse, guardian, etc), li5t itl3 Iheir iinmps: 

 

Pw•sua ^t (o the PrivncY Act of 1rJ74 (5 U3C ^ 5521), Y Ircrel^y atttltorJze any agency to release Any ir^formntlan 
At[on ^vJth tl^eni, 

 

Please return Ihis eig^^ed foru^ fllpng witi^ a copy of your cirlvcr'e Iicenee or other 

lcicn^lflcafion by fnx to (702) 837-0728 or by U9lylail to the follotvlt^g arldreae: 

Corrgressninn Joc Hcck

8873 S. Enste►•,^ Ave, Sl►►re 220


Lns Vegns, NV 89139
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November 29, 2015
	 DEC 02 2015 

e 
Congt'essman J'oe Ileck 
8872 S. Eastern Avc., Ste. 220 
Las Vegas, NV 89123-0007 

Dr. Heck, 

I hope this letter finds you doing well. My name is . Y am the itesident 
Manager at The Pines Apartrnents located at 122 Jessup Road in Henderson, 89074. The 
pr^rpose of this correspondence is to seek your assistanee on an important matter, which is 
affeeting our complex. 

On Marc,h I1, 2015 the main water meters at The Pine g were replaced by the City of 
Henderson'a Water bepartment. The fully fnnctional ll year old water meters were 
replaced with defective'vvater metcrs. By May of2015 The Pines water, and aewer bills 
were significantly m,ore expensivc, As soon as )[ became aware of this fact, I calIed the Crty 
of Ilenderson's Water Depax-tment. x spoke to a Supetwisor there named 1Vlaria. She 
atated that she would have the matter invest3gated, and get back to me. Two weeks later, I 
was notified by Maria that the matter was being investigated by the City of Henderson's 
Engineering Department, and that^I needed to eontaet them, ^My point of contact there was 
to be Eugene Bragazzi. When I spoke with Mr. Bragaz^zi, he e^cplained that the 
Eagiaeering Deparfinent was going to investigate the mattet-. He went on to explain that 
the nevw defective water meters re^uired back flow devices, but hfa department was not 
sure if back flow devYCes cot^[d carry water to our residents, and to our 5 fire hydrants 
effectively. At that point, >^e pt`omised that he would let me know the outcome of the 
investigation, which would probably take a month, or irwo. 

Yn further conversations with Maria coneerning The Pines highly intYated water, and se^ver 
bills, she informed me that tha City of Henderson would recalculate The Pines monthly 
water, and sewer bill by using a different system of calculations due to the issue with the 
newv defective water meters. In speaking with Maria again on August 31, 2015, she stated 
that she v^otrlcl call me hy September 9, 2015 to inform me haw the Ci^y' of Henderson 
intended to issue the credits owed to The Pines from previoua inflated bills, wvhfch had been 
paid. 

On September 1, 2015, I was notified by 1VYr. Braga?zr that thc Engineering Department's 
in^vestigation of this matter was complete. Shortly thereafter, Mr..Braga^zi emailed the 
fwndiip^gs of the investigation to rpe. The Engineering Department concluded that The Pines 
was reguired to install, annually inspect, and maintain back flow de^riees to make the newly 
instailed defective meters ftrnction properly due to a supposed back flow of water foubd by

(b) (6)
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the City of Y^enderson. The .Pines was found by this investigatYOn to be liable £ox all of the 
costs related to the aforementioned requixements. I have sinee received a proposal from 
our plumbing contractor that totals $51,188.88: Y have not yet xeeeived a proposal to have 
the back flow devices annually inspected, and maintained. 

^
September 1, 2015, I was also informed by Maria that the credits, which TLe Pines is 

ed foz• the overages on our highYy inflated recently paid water, and sewer bilis woutld not 
^ be released by the City of Henderson's Wate^ • Department urttil we submitted plans to the 
City for the bacl^ flow device's installation. This, in essenee, wvas holding our monies owed 
to .us by the City of Fie^udexson'Wafer Department hostage, and could have been perceived 
as extortion.	 ^ 

The City ^'equested a naeeting with me, which toolc placc on Se^tember 30, 201.5. This 
meeting it^eluded the rresident of our compg^ay, dt^stin Hunt, 4^e^aderson city employees 
who itlentified themselves as An,thony'V'entimyglia, Y^end'erson's R.egulatory Programs 
Manager, Maria, a iiilling supervisor, Maria's boss, aud George from the meter 
department, I have a consensual recording of this meeting. 

Yt v►ras confirmed by Anthony at this meeting that we iudeed were required to pay for back 
flow devxees on both ^aew defective meters, i`Ye informed us that we were correet iun stating 
that our 11 year old meters did not allow back tlo^v to occur. Tliese meters had trap doors 
to prevent bacl^ tlow, that the newly instalIed Yueters do not have, which are now causing 

, back flow to oCCUr. Anthony went on to say that he had 400 bigger ^sh (other I`3enderson 
busirtesses) to fry in Henderson, which he ^ pvas looking at t'o have install back flow devices 
as well. The cost of those back flow devices_for the other small businesses according to 
Anthony, wvill be about ^4,000,000.00 total. He offered to have the Cify install sRid back 
flow devices at The pines along with offerfng a loan from the City to have the back flow 
devices installed that wou^ld ha^ve to be repgid to the City within a 2 year timc t^rame. Coine 
to fnd out, Mr. V'entimiglia was not anthorized to offer such a loan according to the. 
Henderson City Council. 

MaraR brought the September, 2015 ^'ater, and sewex bill to the aforem:enfioned mecting, 
which shovved the $8,900.00 credit we were owed'by the City. Maria egplazned that we 
would coutinue to recexve bills reflecting a special set of caleulations used by the City in 
determining our monthly bilIs, and that if thexe were a problem iw the future with the 
calculations, that she'd fi g them.	 .	 ^ 

The Henderson Water Department xs claiming this sxtuat^ion just by imvoking NY2S code 
445,A.860. Upo^a researching this code, T have found that it clearly states that the supplie° 
of water, which ig the City of Henderson, is liable for malring the necessaxy equipment 
changes for the elean drinlung watex act mandatc that i.s ^'equired. The Pines shqulc^not bP
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held liable for the costs to install back flow devices on the City of Henderson's newly 
installed defective water meters. We pay for our watcr, and sewer usage as we should 
every month as well as a great deal of taxes to the city annaally. H the City of Henderso^n's 
systcm of delivering water to their customers require additional equipment to do so, then 
that is the city's responsibYlity to supply the needed equipment. Not The Pines. 

Mr. Bragazzi, and Mr. Vcntimiglia informed me, independent of each other, that the new 
defectivc meters installcd by the City of Henderson cause a substantial amount of back flow 
of water when uaed. Mr. Bragazzi explained that when water is used with the ncwly 
installed defective meters, a great deal of back flow goes^ through the Ioop to the other 
meter, and that our water is being measured at such a rate of incoming, and an increased 
rate of back flowing of r►vater at both of oar water meters that it requires a back flow devyce 
on both defcetive water meters to stop the increased back flow of water caused by the new 
defectiWe meters, whicL were installed. Mr. Bragazzi also e^plained that our original, non- 
defective water meters, which were replaced, had vcry little back flow, if any. To Quotc 
him "There ^vas not a^ny measurcd back flow with The Pines original, metera". To 
summarize, the currcnt back flow of water at The Pines is caused by the newly installed 
defective meters according to Mr. Braga^zi, and Anthony'^'entimiglYa. 

Something else that is quite disturbing is that we discovered in October, 2015, whfle 
reviewing our water, and sewer bills that the Cxty changed out our water meters again on 
Jutte 24, 2015 unbelrn.ownst to us. This was found due to thcre bcing different mcter sei•lal 
numbers on the June, 2015 bill versus thc July, 2015 water, and sewer bill. This fact was 
confirmed by Maria via phone when she stated that the meters were changed out again on 
June 24, 2015. I find it very suspicious that this fact was not mentioned at all by the City of 
Henderson empIoyees during our September 30, 2015 meeting. 

Y am shocked, and at a loss at how the Crty^ of Henderson's Water, and Eng^neerjng 
Departments could possibly think it acceptable that The Pines be held lYable fow the 
outrageous eosts to install, i:nspeet, a^nd maintain back flow devices on the city's defective 
water meters that the city' of Henderson's Water, and Engineering Departments decided to 
install. What makes this matter more alarming ia information, which T have come upon 
thr^ugh the City of Henderson cmployees is that the Water, and Engineering Department 
knew before installing these defective water meters that they were, in fact, defecfive, and 
that they are going to inflict this scam on other businesses in the CiCy Uf Henderson. 

It Ys my company's position that if the City of Henderson's newly inatalled defective water	 ^ 
meters need back flow devices to f^nction properly, then the backflow dcvices should have 
been installed along ^with the new defective water meters on March 11, 2015 at the city's 
expense per NRS code 445A.860., and at which time the involved city departments had full 
knowledge of said defects. ^rthermore, it is our contention that this blatant, and	 ^ 
purposeful misinterpretation, and misrepresentation of NRS code 44SA.$60 is n.othing 
more than an unethical attempt by the City of Y^enderson's Water, and Ebginieering, 	 ^ 
Departments to pass along their cost to as, ^vhich is not acceptable.
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Y am sure that you are aware, that the cost of running, and maintaining a business is on the 
rise with little relief in sight. This situation has created a very hostile small husiness 
environment for us, and will do so for the other 400 small bUSinesses that A^tthony 
informed us of on September 3 p, ZO1S. The Pines Apartmet^ts has alw'ays enjoy'ed a good 
rclationship with, and receiv^ed good servxce hrorn most of the City of Henderson's 
Departments over tbe years. That xs one reason why this current situation is so ahocking. 
The Pines has always maintafned a well groomed, weU main'tained property, which 
complements the City of Henderson. We are currently finalizing plans to repair, re-paint, 
and beautify our complex. The Pines has always paid our dues, and taxes on time without 
interruption. 

llaving been authorized by my Corporate Ofhce to seek legal, and other remed yes to this 
aituation 1 have employed the services of an attorney, and we are currently exploring 
involving other businesses in thc City of Henderson, who wYll have simYlar e^perieteces, to 
take part in a possible class action lawsuit against the city^ conceruiag this matter 

In closrng, Z vv'at^t to poynt out 2 factors in this situation, which are disturbing. I+^rst, duriug 
the September 30th meetfng, Mr. Ventimiglia stated that if the City of Henderson installed 
the back flow dcvices they would charge us $30,000.00 to $35, 000.00 to do so. As soon as 
we involved an attorney the price for installation was raised to 555,00.00. T interpret this 
one of 2 ways. Either 1Vlr. `V'entimiglia is incompetent, or vindictive. Yn my opinion, there is 
room for neither in a professional setting, or in tlie managing of a city government. 
Secondly, Mr. Ventimiglia'a direct superior, Prascilla Howell, in her letter to rts dated 
Novcmbcr 24th, threatened to disconnect water service to The Pines should wc not install 
bacl^. flow devices. This, once again, can be interpreted as vindictiveness, and even 
extortion. Making good on this threat would leave lOS families without water service at 
The Pine Yncluding many clderly residents as well as families with young children. 

1 am respectfully requesting your assistance in recfifying this matter. As stated, The Pines 
position ia that if the backflow devices have to be installed, then the City of Henderson 
Water, and/or Engineering Departments absorb the coscts of installatxon sirtce Yt was thei^r 
erroneons dec^isron to install the defective water meters in the first place. ^trthermore, if 
that course of action is u^naceeptable to them, t>ten The Pines requests that the fully 
flynctional, non-del'ective, origiaal water m^eters be reinstalled. 

Any agsisfance you can render concerning this matter will be greatly appreciated. Should 
you have any questiona, or comments 1 can be reached at 702-361-5155, Monday thro►rgh 
Friday, or by email at sherri@williamwaltersco.com. 

(b) (6)
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SAFE DRINKING '4V.ATF,R ACT • 197^-200^ ^ PROTECT OUR HL^ALTH P'170M SOURGE TO TAP 

How 1fr[nch Doee Il Coel lo '^reat arsd 
lleliver My Driuk^ng Waterp 

We generally pay much less for 4ur drinking water 
than we do For most olhor goods and servlces, suCh 
as cable lelevision, teCephon® service, and eleCtricity. 
On averago, 1op water cosis pre slightly more ihon ^2 
per 1,000 gdllons, altltough the costs tend to be lower 
for large water systems, and highar FeC smvll systems. 
7reotment occounts for obout 15 pBrcenl of Yhat cost, 
Other costs ore ior equipment (suth as the Ireatmenl 
plpnls and distribution syslems), and fabor For operalion 
dnd mainlenanca 
of the syslem. Yel 
think obout how 
lmporfant waYer 
is to our dolly 
lives. Eoch of us, 
pn pVgra9e, USE5 

over 100 gdlJons 
oF woter per day 
for everything 
from drinking and 
baihing ro walering 
our gordens. 
This aquoYes 
tp Gn average 
annuol water bi(I 
of about $300 
p A r hausehold, 
though casYs vary 
consldcrably across 
fl^e cvunlry. 

Fundiug lFor Dri>alrYng WRter Progrsnie 

Federol and storo governmenfs ahare responsibility For 
odministering and fundir^g drirtking water progroms. 
Under the Sofe Drinkii,g •WoFer Aci (SDWAJ, the U.S, 
Environmental Prvtedion Agency (US EPA) is given Ihe 
responsibiliYy for developing noYlonol standards and 
regvlotions }hvt opply lo the notion's publlc drinking 
water systems and enforcinq Yhose slandards. US EPA 
hos a nat7onal heedquorters and 10 regional offlcas 
thot work ^ogethar ond with ihe stotos to adminisler 
drinking water progroms,

SbWA olso allows states 10 accept oversighr ol the 
drinking wafer proeram under an agraement wiih US 
EPA giving states primary enforcement (or prlrnocy) 
responsibilities. All slates currenYly have primacy 
(Wyoming ond the District of Columblo do not 
have primacy so their drinking waler programs ore 
adminlstered direclly by US EPA Region VI11 in Denver, 
and Reglon lll ln Philodalphla, respectively). U5 EPA dlso 
administers oll tribal drinking w p ter programs pi this 
flme. In addition to Ihis delogaYion of fadoral aulhority to 
the stafas, slates olso have the power to treQte additfonal 
regulalions and programs governing drinking waier 

suppliers Ihrough 
Iheir own legislativa 
and ragUlalory 
processes. 

These fcdarol ond 
stoie progroms ore 
sepvrote from Yhe 
ticY(viiies performed 
by wafer syslems. 
Slole and fodorol 
programs devolop 
regulofions ond 
perForm overslghl 
ond complionce 
activrtiBs, bur do 
hoY aclually Ireat 
or deliver water lo 
Customers. At Yhe 
local level, public 
and private waler 

utllllies collecY, freot, ond defiver drinking waler to 
consumars, Funding for Iha consfruction, maintenonce, 
ond operolions of these locdl ulililies is usuolly derived 
from woter bill5 ond/or Ioca( taxes. 

Funding for the federal drinking wafer pro®ram is 
determined by tha Presidanl ond Congress. Funding for 
afate programs comes from the federol yovernment, sta►e 
goneral revellUe funds, slvte feo programs, and olher 
sources oF state funding. Eath yeor, Cvngress allocales 
Publlc Wotar System SupervYSYon Granis 1 p Yhe q 9 sialos 
with primdcy os well as Indian Tribes. Stdies are requlred 
Yo molch their granis by 25 percenl. SYole generol
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revenues bnd fdes provicle ihe mojority oF operational 
iund^ng For sl.ote drinktng water progroms. Hisiurlcally, 
stofes on averoge have confributed oround b5 percent of 
the coats of iunning the federbl drinking woler progrnm 
while th•e Federol governmant hos contrlbuiod 35 percent. 

B.eginnin 8 !n 1976 US EPA begtrn providing gronts io 
states in order fo dssist in Implemeniofion of bolh the 
Undarground Injection Conirol (UIC) dnd Public Waler 
Syslem Supervision ^PWSS) .progroms, (n 1976 ihe 
amounls 9at-oside for• UIC nnd PWSS were S2.S million 
ond 57.5 million, respectively. In 2004, Ihe omounts 
have grown lo ^10.9 million ond 5102 mflliort. 

Fufnding ^or Driuking WVater Infraatxuctaxe 
end 11^aintenance 

The cost of rn p king wdlar safe coniinues to rise. Much of 
the existing drinking wofer infrastructure (undorground 
networks o( pipes, lreotment planls, ond other fociliiies) 
was built mony years ago. The US EPA Drtnking Water 
(nfrasfructure Needs 5urvey, released in 2001, eslimatad 
Ihat drinking wofer systems wlll need to invest b150.9 
billion over a 20-yeor period io ensure Ihe conlinued 
sourca devefopment, storage, treotmeni, ond dislributfon 
of soie drinking wnler. Many agree this Is o very 
conservative (ow esllmule. 

The Federal government h ps o number of programs thot 
support tho tonstructton ond mainten p nce of drinking 
woler systems_ The lorgest program, fhe brinking Water 
51nfo Revolving Loan Fund (DWSRF), was craaied by 
Ihe 1 996 omendments to SDWA_ This program provide5 
federof grants from US EC'A lo stdtes. They, tn turn, loon 
moncy to drinking water systems to insiall, Irnprove, or 
malntain Irenlmeni fotilitles. Tribes, U.S. territorios, and 
the Dtsfrict of Columbia recelve dlrect granfs for drinking 
woier tnf►asiructure improvements from US EPA, 

The flrst granls From fhe Drinking Wp ter Slnfe Revolving 
Fund, DWSRF, were distributed lo sfotes, Iribes, ond 
ierritories from the 199T appropriatfon and totaled 
$1 .275 billion. From 1 997 ihrough 2003, cumufolive 
federal grp nfs for ihe DWSRF program to stafes lotal over 
^5 billlon. In oddition fa the federal granis dworded, 
stotes are requtred 10 provide molching funds equal ►o 
20°^ of thc federal groR^ oword received for the DWSRF 
progrom. 

Tha majoriiy of funds recclved by Ihe state DWSRF 
progrnms ara then laaned, ai below markel inleresl 
rates, fo wate► systems fqr projecls designed to help meel 
health•bosed stondnrds for drinking waler. Some of ihe 
funds Irom the federol grant awvrds c p n be directed into 
sei•oside occounls by the stdtes. Eoch year, a slato may 
sel-osfde up to 31 % of iis Federol grani aword lo fund 
carloin specifiad Components of the sfole's drinking woter 
progrom activltles. These set=astde funded p ctivlties can 
include administration of Iha DWSRF progrdm, teChnical 
assistonce to small drinking wdfer syslems, slate drinking

water progrp m monagemenf, ond I p cal assistance or 
other stoie drfnking walor programs. Each slalc decldes 
whai percerltage of sel-aside to use, ond how to use" the 
set-aslda funds bosed on publlc input and parficipption. 
Siote sef•asides have on overoge represanted 
approximotely 16^ of federal DWSRF granfs, cumulafive 
from 1997 through 2003. 

There are also naliondl sei^asldes, whtch farget funds 
from Ihe overall DWSRF appropriaiion io oddress, 
speciflC purposes. Thesa natlonal sel-osldes ara usod to 
fund drtnking wotar projacts ^or Amorican Indfan Trlbes 
and Alaska Native Villoges, io conduct monitoring of 
unregulafed tonlamfnonts, ond for relrnbursemenf o( 
drtnking watsr operalor tertificotion Iraining azpenses. 
In FY 2004, notional set-asides of 312.7 million were 
inken for Arnerican Indlon Tri6es and Alaskp Nafive 
Villages, ond 52 million wora set-aside for unregulated 
contq mfnant monftoring. 

Funding for drinking woler systems is also ovailable 
ihrough the U.S_ Deporlrnanl oF Housing and Urhan 
Devalopmenl's Community Development Block Grants, 
bonds, and the Rurol Ufilily Service of the U-S. 
Departn,ent oF Agrlculturo which provldes funds for rurol 
drinking walar and woste woler sysfems. 

F`or More )Cnformstion 

To learn more aboul drinking water tasts and federal 
funding, cQll the Safe Drinking Water Hotllna al 1• 
800-426-4791 ar visit the soFewater web sile ot www. 
epo.gov/sofewater. 

office vf Water (4^06^	 www,epa.gov/safewater	 EPA B16^F-OA-038 June 2a04
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CONGZZESSMAN 

oe T-^ec1^ 
ProudXy Serving the 3 r^ District of Ne^vada 

8872 S. Eastern, A.venue, Suite 220, T..,as Vegas, Nevada 89123 
Phone: (702) 3$7-4941 ^ Fax; ('702) 837-072$ 

o:
^ ^^ 

Fax: ^^a	' . f ^,{I Pages: -^ 

Phone: Date;

Re: l^ ^ n^s ^a^^m"^ cc:

(i0 ^157'7 71^i ^^7,  

C7 Urgent C] Por IZeview' e Rep1y C^ Please 12ecycle 

• Comments;

s 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IX

~ 75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105.3901

:2016

The Honorable Joseph J. Heck
U.S. House of Representatives
132 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 205 15-2803

Dear Congressman Heck:

Thank you for your letter of January 8, 2016 concerning application of the Safe Drinking Water
Act (SDWA) and its implementing regulations in regards to The Pines Apartments in the City of
Henderson, Nevada. It is our understanding that The Pines Apartments is disputing the costs
associated with the replacement of water meters and backflow devices by the City of Henderson
Water Department. Your letter seeks EPA review of the City of Henderson’s application of
SDWA regulations as it relates to this matter.

The SDWA is the federal law that protects public drinking water supplies throughout the nation.
Under the SDWA, EPA establishes regulations and standards for drinking water quality and
works closely with States and stakeholders, to implement various technical and financial
programs to ensure drinking water quality. The States and local county health departments
regulate the operation, design and maintenance of public water supplies, ensure that water
sources are adequately protected, provide financial assistance to public water suppliers, establish
standards and review and approve plans for water system development and modification.

JüiEi~di~tion governing water system modi±i~tions, cost, andñi~äintenance remain at th~State and
local levels and not under the direct purview of the EPA. In this case the State of Nevada is the
Agency with the appropriate responsibility over this issue. Please have your constituent contact
My-Linh Nguyen, Chief, Bureau of Safe Drinking Water, at the Nevada Division of
Environmental Protection in Carson City, Nevada. She can be reached at (775) 687-9515.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact our Congressional Liaison, Brent Maier, at
(415) 947-4526 or maier.brent~epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Tomas Torres, Director
Water Division

Printed on Recycled Paper
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COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 
Mn1ORiTY (202) 225-5074 
MINORITr (202) 225-5051 
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February 24, 2016 

Ms. Susan Hedman 
Former Administrator, EPA Region 5 
c/o Office of General Counsel  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Ms. Hedman: 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform hereby requests your testimony at 
a hearing titled, "Examining Federal Administration of the Safe Drinking Water Act in Flint, 
Michigan, Part II" on Tuesday, March 15, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. in room 2154 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building. 

This hearing would explore recent failures with Federal and State officials related to safe 
drinking water in Flint, Michigan. You should be prepared to provide a five-minute opening 
statement and answer questions posed by Members. 

The enclosed Witness Instruction Sheet provides information for witnesses appearing 
before the Committee. In particular, please note the procedures for submitting written testimony 
at least two business days prior to the hearing. If you have questions, please contact Bill 
McGrath of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Sincerely, 

Jason Chaffetz 
Chairman 

Enclosure



Witness Instruction Sheet

Non-aovernmental Witnesses 

Witnesses should provide 70 copies of their written testimony to Sharon Casey, 
Deputy Chief Clerk, 2157 Rayburn House Office Building, no later than 10:00 
a.m. two business days prior to the hearing. Witnesses should also provide their 
statement by this date in electronic format, either as a CD or via e-mail to 
Sharon.Caseynmail.house.gov . 

2. Please do not send copies by U.S. Mail, UPS, Federal Express, or other shippers. 
Such packages are processed through an offsite security facility and will arrive 7- 
10 days late. 

3. Witnesses must complete the attached "Truth in Testimony" disclosure and 
certification. Additional pages may be attached to the form if needed. Witnesses 
must also include a resume or curriculum vitae. This disclosure and biographical 
information is required by House Rules. (House Rule XI, clause 2(g)(5)) 

4. Witnesses "Truth in Testimony" disclosure and biographical information should 
be included with the electronic copy of the testimony provided to the Clerk. 

Written testimony and "Truth in Testimony" disclosure and certification form will 
be made publicly available and will be posted on the Committee's website. It is 
therefore recommended that personally identifiable information such as addresses 
and phone numbers not be included in the biographical information. 

6. At the hearing, each witness will be asked to summarize his or her written 
testimony in five minutes or less in order to maximize the time available for 
discussion and questions. Written testimony will be entered into the hearing 
record and may extend to any reasonable length. 

The Committee does not provide financial reimbursement for witness travel or 
accommodations. Witnesses with extenuating circumstances; however, may 
submit a written request for such reimbursements to Robin Butler, Financial 
Administrator, 2157 Rayburn House Office Building, at least one week prior to 
the hearing. Reimbursements will not be made without prior approval. 

Witnesses with disabilities should contact Committee staff to arrange any 
necessary accommodations. 

9. Committee Rules governing this hearing are online at www.oversight.house.gov. 

For inquiries regarding these rules and procedures, please contact the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform at (202) 225-5074.



Committee on Oversight and Government Reform

Witness Disclosure Requirement —"Truth in Testimony"


Required by House Rule XI, Clause 2(g)(5) 

Name 

1. Please list any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) you have received since October 1, 2012. Include 
the source and amount of each grant or contract. 

2. Please list any entity you are testifying on behalf of and briefly describe your relationship with these entities. 

3. Please list any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) received since October 1, 2012, by the entity(ies) 
you listed above. Include the source and amount of each grant or contract. 

I certify that the above information is true and correct. 
Signature:	 Date:
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February 24, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Ms. McCarthy: 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform hereby requests your testimony at 
a hearing titled, "Examining Federal Administration of the Safe Drinking Water Act in Flint, 
Michigan, Part III" on Thursday, March 17, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. in room 2154 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building. 

This hearing would explore recent failures with Federal and State officials related to safe 
drinking water in Flint, Michigan. You should be prepared to provide a"five-minute opening 
statement and answer questions posed by Members. 

The enclosed Witness Instruction Sheet provides information for witnesses appearing 
before the Committee. In particular, please note the procedures for submitting written testimony 
at least two business days prior to the hearing. If you have questions, please contact Bill 
McGrath of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Sincerely,

.• 

Jason Chaffetz       
	

a	 ummings 
Chairman
	 Ranking Minority Member 

Enclosure



Witness Instruction Sheet 
Governmental Witnesses 

Witnesses should provide 70 copies of their written testimony to Sharon Casey, 
Deputy Chief Clerk, 2157 Rayburn House Office Building, no later than 10:00 
a.m. two business days prior to the hearing. Witnesses should also provide their 
statement by this date in electronic format, either as a CD or via e-mail to 
Sharon.Casey(â,mail.house.gov. 

2. Please do not send copies by U.S. Mail, UPS, Federal Express, or other shippers. 
Such packages are processed through an offsite security facility and will arrive 7- 
10 days late. 

3. Witnesses should also provide a short biographical summary and include it with 
their written statement. The biographical summary should be included with the 
electronic copy of the testimony provided to the Clerk. 

4. At the hearing, each witness will be asked to summarize his or her written 
testimony in five minutes or less in order to maximize the time available for 
discussion and questions. Written testimony will be entered into the hearing 
record and may extend to any reasonable length. 

5. Written testimony will be made publicly available and will be posted on the 
Committee's website. 

6. The Committee does not provide financial reimbursement for witness travel or 
accommodations. Witnesses with extenuating circumstances, however, may 
submit a written request for such reimbursements to Robin Butler, Financial 
Administrator, 2157 Rayburn House Office Building, at least one week prior to 
the hearing. Reimbursements will not be made without prior approval. 

7. Witnesses with disabilities should contact Committee staff to arrange any 
necessary accommodations. 

8. Committee Rules governing this hearing are online at www.oversight.house.gov . 

For inquiries regarding these rules and procedures, please contact the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform at (202) 225-5074.



Administrator McCarthy: 

Please see the attached letter to Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Installations, 
Environment, and Energy Ballentine regarding reported drinking water issues surrounding 
Wurtsmith Air Force Base. I am monitoring this issue closely and want to make you aware of my 
communications with the Air Force. 

I encourage you to work closely together with the Air Force to provide safe drinking water to 
people living near the base who may have had their drinking water exposed to perfluorinated 
chemicals (PFCs). Please keep me and my office updated on any developments needed to 
provide safe drinking water to the affected people. 

Please reach out to Jordan Dickinson (Jordan.dickinson(a^mail.house.gov or 202-225-3611) in 
my office about any updates or questions.

Sincerely, 

Cob^^
 ^ 

Dan Kildee 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS
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The Honorable Miranda A. A. Ballentine 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Installations, Environment, and Energy 
1665 Air Force Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20330 

Assistant Secretary Ballentine: 

It has recently come to my attention that the Michigan Departments of Health and Human 
Services and Environmental Quality, the local health department and U.S. Air Force, will hold a 
community meeting March 23, 2016, to discuss potentially contaminated groundwater that 
residents near Wurtsmith Air Force Base (Wurtsmith) use as their drinking water. 

I understand that on February 26, 2016, the District Health Department for the Wurtsmith area 
sent out a health advisory to homeowners saying they should find alternate sources of drinking 
water. According to a March 10, 2016, Detroit Free Press article, perfluorinated chemicals 
(PFCs), which are used at Wurtsmith for firefighting, are potentially spreading into the 
groundwater. I 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has stated that "PFCs have been linked to adverse 
health effects in laboratory animals that may reflect associations between exposure to these 
chemicals and some health problems such as low birth weight, delayed puberty onset, elevated 
cholesterol levels, and reduced immunologic responses to vaccination." Furthennore, according 
to the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, PFCs have a lonihalf-life in the 
body which can result in the chemical not leaving the body for several years.- 

The potential contamination of the groundwater by PFCs, which can be dangerous to human 
health, is something that should be examined and addressed itnmediately. Last week, a member 
of my staff inet with local officials to listen to their concerns regarding this potential threat to 
their drinking water. As the Member of Congress representing these families, I would like to 

1 New Michigan water worry emerges near former air base. Detroit Free Press. March 10, 2016. 
http://www, freep.com/storyf news/local/michigan/2016i 03,'09!new-michigan-water-worry-emerges-near-former-air- 
base/81539010 

2 https:t+www.niehs.nih.govihealth/materiatslperflourinated_ chemicals_ 508.pdf



gain a better understanding on how the Air Force plans to ensure potentially impacted residents 
have access to safe drinking water. In anticipation of the March 23 comrnunity meeting, I request 
greater clarification on the following questions: 

1. Is there a safe level of exposure to PFCs? If so, what is that level? 

2. Are there additional health issues of long-term exposure to PFCs? 

3. What type of testing is currently being done on the drinking water sources near 
Wurtsmith? Do you anticipate the testing area to be expanded in the future? 

4. Wljen do you anticipate drinking water testing to be completed? 

5. What do you plan to do if high levels of PFCs are found in the drinking water? 

6. Do the residents living near Wursmith have access to safe drinking water in their homes? 

7. Is there a recommended filter that people can install in their homes would remove PFCs 
from the drinking water? 

8. On March 20, 2015, 1 wrote to you about the removal and replacement of Aqueous Film 
Forming Foam (AFFF) and environmental concerns around Hangar 7 at Wursmith. In 
your June 5, 2015, response, in regards to the disposal of AFFF you said, "The disposal 
and cleaning are being coordinated with OWAA [Oscoda Wursmith Airport Authority] 
and are projected to occur this summer." It is rny understanding that the AFFF has yet to 
be disposed of. AFFF is a potential source of PFCs being released into the environment. 
What is the timeline for the disposal of AFFF at Hangar 7? 

4. What is the Air Force currently doing, or plan on doing, to clean up the PFCs in the 
environment around Wurtsmith? 

10. What communications have occurred between the Air Force and agencies of the state of 
Michigan regarding this issue? 

I look forward to hearing from you on this very important topic. Please follow up with Jordan 
Dickinson (Jordan.DickinsonCc^}i mail.house. ,gov or 202-225-361 I) on my staff to discuss this 
]ssue.

Thank you,

^
^ 

Dan Kildee 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS



Cc: 

Governor Snyder 
Administrator Gina McCarthy 
Dr. Patrick Breysse (National Center for Environmental Health and the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry) 
Deputy Assistant Administrator Joel Beauvais (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) 
Director Nick Lyon (Michigan Department of Health and Human Services) 
Director Keith Creagh (Michigan Departrnent of Environmental Quality) 
Christina Bush (Michigan Department of Health and Human Services)



JAY INSI.EE 
Governor is 

STATE OF WASHINGTON

tJffice of the Governor 

March 18, 2016 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

We appreciate your call to strengthen the protection of our nation's drinking water and enhance transparency and 
accountability with respect to lead and copper testing. I share your concern for the healthy development of our 
kids, which requires protection from the many sources of toxics in our everyday lives. Our state has aggressively 
pursued programs that are not simply reactive to problems but also seek to find the sources of environmental 
contaminants, like lead, so they can be reduced or eliminated. 

The Department of Healtli's Office of Drinking Water has lhad full authority and responsibility for implementation 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) in Washington State since 1976. As you know, our authority includes 
oversight of water quality standards, sampling, treatment, public notification requirements, operator certification 
requirements, system capacity and source water assessment and protection. DOH has worked closely witth EPA 
Region 10 to implement the Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) since the program began in 1991. DOH staff have been 
very involved with EPA and other organizations in developing revisions to the rule incltiding our recent 
participation in the Long-Term Revisions Working Grotip. We will continue to push for improvements to this rule 
and other ways to reduce lead exposure. 

Your letter also references specific requests and recomniendations that EPA is making to the states. We have 
started our review of those requests and already have much of what you ask for in place. With respect to 
transparency, DOH's website provides information on sampling requirements and procedures, health effects, 
public education and ways customers can reduce exposure. Our state also provides public access to lead and 
copper sample results on the internet. 

I want to emphasize that I share your concern for protecting the public from exposure to lead and other toxics in 
our environment. We are looking to expand our blood lead screening program to ensure that we find those kids 
who are at risk. Finally, I will continue to push for efforts that broadly address toxics proactively at tlieir source 
and so continue the tried and true public health paradigm that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

We look forward to continuing our work with EPA, explaining our program activities and sharing ways to 
improve the Lead and Copper Rule at the state and federal levels. 

Very	yours,

^...".• 

Jay	ee 

G	nor

 ^ P.O. Box 40002 • Olympia, Washington 98504-0002 • (360) 902-4111 • www.governor.wa.gov	 to
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